the audience laugh by referring to the hospital's accumulated debt of ?3,500, about which, he said, the public, like the committee, had grown very tired of hearing. He added that he was determined to leave the hospital better off at the end of his mayoralty than it was at the beginning. The Colchester, he supposed, had no pride of citizenship, and cared for nothing but to be remembered by the regularity of its oyster feasts. But he would remind them that besides the organ which agreed with the oyster, there were two others higher in the scale, the head and the heart, which agreed with more important things. To-day, however, these seemed to be atrophied; so obese, so lazy, had the people grown that instead of taking part in public affairs they left everything to the newspapers, and relied on them for their enthusiasm, their energy, and their education. Sometimes the Press did succeed in stirring up in its readers a sense of the value of these things, and that he was always grateful for. All the people learned nowadays was mainly from the newspapers, and he hoped the newspapers in Colchester would bring home to its inhabitants the claims of the hospital. The 
